INSTRUCTOR LESSON PLAN PACKET
Totin’ Chip & Firem’n Chit Certification Training
Unit: __________________________
Date: __________________________
Location: _______________________
Lead Instructor: __________________
Youth Instructor(s): Totin _______________ Fire _______________________
SECTION 1 — TOTIN’ CHIP LESSON PLAN
Overview
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: Certify Scouts in safe handling of knives, saws, and axes.
Duration: 2–3 Hours
Method: EDGE (Explain → Demonstrate → Guide → Enable)
Instructor Ratio: 1 trained adult per 8 Scouts (recommended)
Learning Objectives: by completion, scouts will
· Establish and maintain a safety circle (blood circle)
· Demonstrate proper handling of pocketknife, saw, and axe
· Demonstrate sharpening and storage
· State Totin’ Chip Responsibilities
· Set up and maintain an axe yard

Materials Checklist
☐ Pocketknives
☐ Bow saw / hand saw
☐ Axe / hatchet
☐ Chopping block
☐ Sharpening stone☐ Leather gloves
☐ First aid kit
☐ Rope/cones to mark axe yard
☐ Totin’ Chip cards


Lesson Schedule
1  EXPLAIN (30 Minutes)
· Tool parts and terminology
· Blood circle demonstration
· Safe carrying positions
· Passing a knife safely
· Axe yard rules
· First aid for minor cuts
· Consequences for unsafe behavior
Key Teaching Point:  “A Scout is responsible for their tools at all times.”
2 DEMONSTRATE (30 Minutes) Instructor demonstrates:
Pocketknife:
· Opening/closing safely
· Carving away from body
· Safe seated carving position
Saw:
· Proper stance
· Controlled strokes
· Safe storage
Axe:
· Axe yard setup
· One-person at block rule
· Sheathing and storage
3 GUIDE (60 Minutes – Skill Stations)
Station Rotation:
	Station
	Task
	Instructor Notes

	Knife
	Carve tent peg
	Check control & position

	Saw
	Cut branch section
	Monitor stance

	Axe
	Split kindling
	Enforce axe yard rules


Scouts must verbally state safety circle before use.

4 ENABLE (Evaluation – 30 Minutes)
Each Scout must independently:
☐ Establish safety circle
☐ Demonstrate safe knife use
☐ Demonstrate safe saw use
☐ Demonstrate safe axe yard setup
☐ Explain Totin’ Chip rules
Instructor Signature: ___________________________

SECTION 2 — FIREM’N CHIT LESSON PLAN
Overview
Purpose: Certify Scouts in safe fire building and fire safety.
Duration: 2 Hours
Method: GIDE
Learning Objectives
Scouts will:
· Explain fire safety rules
· Identify safe fire sites
· Build and maintain a controlled fire
· Properly extinguish a fire
· Follow Leave No Trace principles

Materials Checklist
☐ Matches
☐ Tinder, Kindling, Fuel Wood
☐ Water buckets + Shovel
☐ Fire gloves + Fire ring or cleared site
☐ Firem’n Chit cards

Lesson Schedule
1 EXPLAIN (25 Minutes) (Instructor)
· When NOT to build a fire
· Fire lays (teepee, log cabin, lean-to)
· Fire restrictions and permits
· Safe match handling
· Fire guard plan
· Cold-out test (Drown, Stir, Feel)

2 DEMONSTRATE (30 Minutes)
Instructor demonstrates:
· 10-foot clearing
· Safe ignition
· Maintaining safe flame height
· Complete extinguishment

3  GUIDE (45 Minutes – Patrol Work)
Each patrol:
☐ Gathers materials
☐ Builds approved lay
☐ Lights fire safely
☐ Maintains control
☐ Extinguishes completely

4  ENABLE (20 Minutes – Evaluation)
Each Scout must:
☐ Explain fire safety rules
☐ Demonstrate cold-out test
☐ Identify unsafe fire site
☐ Explain safe storage of matches
Instructor Signature: ___________________________


📋 SCOUT SKILLS SIGN-OFF SHEET
Unit: ___________________
Event Date: ______________
Scout Name: ____________________________
Totin’ Chip Requirements
	Skill
	Pass
	Needs Work
	Instructor Initials

	Safety circle established
	☐
	☐
	

	Safe knife opening/closing
	☐
	☐
	

	Proper carving technique
	☐
	☐
	

	Safe saw use
	☐
	☐
	

	Axe yard rules followed
	☐
	☐
	

	Safe axe use
	☐
	☐
	

	Tool storage demonstrated
	☐
	☐
	


Totin’ Chip Approved: ☐ Yes ☐ No
Date: ___________
Scout Leader Name: ___________________________________


📋 SCOUT SKILLS SIGN-OFF SHEET
Unit: ___________________
Event Date: ______________
Scout Name: ____________________________
Firem’n Chit Requirements
	Skill
	Pass
	Needs Work
	Instructor Initials

	Safe fire site selection
	☐
	☐
	

	Fire lay constructed correctly
	☐
	☐
	

	Safe ignition
	☐
	☐
	

	Fire maintained safely
	☐
	☐
	

	Cold-out test completed
	☐
	☐
	

	Fire safety rules explained
	☐
	☐
	


Firem’n Chit Approved: ☐ Yes ☐ No
Date: ___________
Scout Leader Name: ___________________________________



⚠ RISK MANAGEMENT WORKSHEET
(To Be Completed Before Training)
Event: ___________________________
Location  / Date : _________________________
Responsible Leader: ________________
1 Hazard Identification
	Hazard
	Likelihood (L/M/H)
	Severity (L/M/H)
	Mitigation Strategy

	Knife cuts
	
	
	Safety circle enforcement

	Axe injury
	
	
	Axe yard boundaries

	Fire spread
	
	
	10-ft clearing & water buckets

	Burns
	
	
	Gloves & supervision

	Horseplay
	
	
	Clear expectations & discipline

	Weather (wind/drought)
	
	
	Cancel or restrict fires


2 Supervision Plan
· Adult Leader in Charge: __________________
· Youth Leader in Charge: __________________
· Adult-to-Scout Ratio: __________________
· First Aid Qualified Person: ______________
3 Emergency Plan
Nearest Hospital: ___________________________
Emergency Contact Numbers: _________________
GPS Coordinates (if outdoors): _____________
Emergency Procedures:
☐ Stop activity
☐ Secure tools/fire
☐ Provide first aid
☐ Contact emergency services if needed
☐ Notify parents & unit leadership

4 Equipment Safety Check
☐ All tools sharp and in good repair
☐ Axe heads secure
☐ Saw blades undamaged
☐ Fire buckets filled
☐ Weather conditions acceptable
☐ Fire restrictions checked
Leader Signature: _________________________
Date: _______________
